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It was 990 A.D. when Archbishop Sigeric wrote down the 79 stages of his journey de Roma usque ad mare (from 
Rome to the sea) during his way back from Rome to the Episcopal seat of Canterbury (Durovernum in Latin), 
his birthplace. In modern geography, the route crosses seven Italian regions – Latium, Tuscany, Emilia, Liguria, 
Lombardia, Piedmont and the Aosta Valley – and then proceeds beyond the Alps, through the Swiss cantons of 
Valais and Vaud; then it passes through France, in the regions of Franche-Comté, Champagne-Ardenne, Picar-
die and Nord-Pas-de-Calais to finally cross the Channel and reach Canterbury, in the county of Kent.
A “route of cultures” – according to the definition of the French medievalist Jacques Le Goff – which has contri-
buted to give birth to the Europe of peoples. The Via Francigena was acknowledged “Cultural Route” in 1994 and 
then “Major Cultural Route” in 2004 by the Council of Europe. A thousand years of history and two thousand kilo-
metres of traditions, nature and culture which, through England, France, Switzerland and Italy, are at the core of a 
European enhancement project which has increasingly generated the interest of national governments and of 

European Community institutions, seizing the initiative of both small and big local institutions.
34 local governments located along the Via Francigena according to Sigeric’s route signed 
the certificate of incorporation of what has become known as the European Association 
of Vie Francigene (EAVF). It was on 22

nd
 April 2001. The association currently has 100 

members from local and territorial governments; EAVF fosters relationships between 
the interlocutors of the enhancement project of the route, connecting all institutio-

nal levels – local, regional, national and European.
During these years, EAVF has created an efficient model of governance: thanks to it, the 
association was acknowledged carrier  network (réseau porteur, 2007). In virtue of this pre-

stigious recognition, which is the result of the close cooperation with the European Institute 
of Cultural Routes of Luxembourg (www.culture-routes.lu), EAVF has become a European 
reference model for the development and protection of the Vie Francigene.
In the awareness of the deep cultural and spiritual value of the ancient medieval rou-
te and acting as a potential catalyst for the processes of local development based on 

sustainability, the Via Francigena becomes a “cultural and tourist product”.

The Via Francigena is a “multi-faceted cultural heritage”, deep rooted in a thousand years history; the Via Franci-
gena has shaped itself through the centuries and through the passage of people: paths, slow roads with necessary 
stages – which edged not a single road but a bunch of roads – ancient meeting places for the citizens of modern Eu-
rope. Today, the road-books of the Italian stretch according to Sigeric’s route can be downloaded for free from 
www.viafrancigena.eu and www.francigenalibrari.beniculturali.it. The Italian stretch was surveyed and mapped 
at scale 1:10,000 on behalf of the Italian Ministry of Cultural Heritage and Activities. 139 are the Italian municipali-
ties crossed by this imaginary red line which links Italy to the Europe of peace and to the Europe of peoples, where 
national identities give force and value to the European cultures and to the roots of European identities.

Since 18th December 2008, thanks to the Enhancement Agreement which was signed between 
EAVF and the Direction General for Library Heritage, Cultural Institutes and Copyright of the 
Italian Ministry of Cultural Heritage and Activities, “Via Francigena” has become the official 
instrument for the disclosure of the enhancement project of the Via Francigena.
It is a half-yearly publication in Italian and English, packed with awesome images, which 
unites cultural and historical in-depths with the information about the activities 
of the European Association of Vie Francigene, in the wider context of the Cultural 
Routes of the Council of Europe. 
Flipping through the pages, exposure to Europe and link to local environment take turns. 
“Via Francigena” gives voice to top influential politicians of the international scene, to pilgrims and 
their experiences, becoming the showcase of the project activities which enhance the outstan-
ding landmarks of the territories, from a point of view of cultural and sustainable tourism.
“Via Francigena” is distributed to the members of the Association, to the European project part-
ners and to public libraries. It can be purchased on the website www.rivistaviafrancigena.it. 

The Single Portal of Vie Francigene is a modern instrument of communication which is issued from an intense 
institutional cooperation. EAVF worked in synergy with the Italian Ministry of Cultural Heritage and Activi-
ties, with the Italian Regions of the interregional project “Via Francigena” (Italian Law n. 135/2001), whose 
leader is Tuscany Regional Authority, and with the local governments located along the route from the Great 
St. Bernard Pass to Rome.
www.viafrancigena.eu was planned to present and to delve into the multi-faceted aspects of this cultural 
route, together with high usability and accessibility. In Italian and English, it will also be available in French. 
The system is conceived to provide pilgrims with useful tools both before taking the route and during the 
journey and it gives the possibility of sharing personal experiences with other website users. The Single Portal 
of Vie Francigene will become a reference point for pilgrims and for amateurs. 
Once it is fully operational, www.viafrancigena.eu will look like a big database of information about the ter-
ritories crossed by the route, accommodation, events and performances, cultural and environmental herita-
ge, photogalleries, bibliographic material, downloadable documents. The Portal will also be equipped with 

Web Map G.I.S. dynamic cartography and, in the mobile version, thanks to a purpose-made interface, 
users will be able to consult it via a personal digital assistant.
www.viafrancigena.eu represents a great potential for communication: the 139 Municipalities from the 
Great St. Bernard Pass to Rome will become local editorial offices, actively contributing to the portal to-
gether with the “Friends of the Vie Francigene” and with cultural, sport, hiking associations which already 
collaborate with EAVF. The visitor will also have a central role, being the protagonist of the “Community 
Social Network” section, with blog and forum, in compliance with web marketing 2.0 strategies.
All the editorial activities will be coordinated by the EAVF Central Editorial Staff, which is in communi-
cation with the website of the Direction General for Library Heritage, Cultural Institutes and Copyright 
www.francigenalibrari.beniculturali.it and with the website of the European Institute of Cultural Routes 
of Luxembourg www.culture-routes.lu.

www.viafrancigena.eu
The Single Portal of Vie Francigene



The Swiss and French stretches of the Via Francigena are 
being surveyed and mapped thanks to different part-
ners, such as the Association Valaisanne de la Randonnée 
Pédestre (Canton of Valais, Switzerland) and the Associa-
tion Via Francigena France (France). Pending the comple-
tion of a unique and shared route, we propose the stages 
of Archbishop Sigeric for the stretch from the Great St. 
Bernard Pass to Canterbury.

In Italy, Archbishop Sigeric’s route was surveyed on be-
half of the Direction General for Library Heritage, Cul-
tural Institutes and Copyright of the Italian Ministry of 
Cultural Heritage and Activities, in cooperation with 
EAVF. This route was then validated by the Scientific 
Committee of the Consulta per gli Itinerari Storici, Cultu-
rali e Religiosi on 31st March 2009. The road-books can 
be downloaded from www.viafrancigena.eu and from 
www.francigenalibrari.beniculturali.it. Today, the Ita-
lian municipalities crossed by the official route are 139. 
Variants to the official route are being evaluated and will 
contribute to enrich the project.

S i g e r i c ’ s  R o u t e L i t t l e  s t e p  b y  s t e p  y o u  w a l k  a  l o n g  w a y

SAINT-RHÉMY-EN-BOSSES, SAINT-OYEN,
ETROUBLES, GIGNOD, AOSTA,

SAINT-CHRISTOPHE, QUART, NUS,
VERRAYES, CHAMBAVE, SAINT-DENIS, 

CHÂTILLON, SAINT-VINCENT, MONTJOVET, 
ISSOGNE, VERRÈS, ARNAD, HÔNE, BARD, 

DONNAS, PONT-SAINT-MARTIN, CAREMA, 
SETTIMO VITTONE, BORGOFRANCO D’IVREA, 

MONTALTO DORA, IVREA, CASCINETTE D’IVREA, 
BUROLO, BOLLENGO, PALAZZO CANAVESE, 
PIVERONE, AZEGLIO, VIVERONE, ROPPOLO, 

CAVAGLIÀ, SANTHIÀ, SAN GERMANO 
VERCELLESE, OLCENENGO, SALASCO, SALI 

VERCELLESE, VERCELLI, PALESTRO, ROBBIO, 
NICORVO, CASTELNOVETTO, ALBONESE, 

MORTARA, CERGNAGO, TROMELLO, GARLASCO,
GROPELLO CAIROLI,

VILLANOVA D’ARDENGHI, ZERBOLÒ,
CARBONARA AL TICINO, PAVIA,

VALLE SALIMBENE, LINAROLO, BELGIOIOSO, 
TORRE DE’ NEGRI, COSTA DE’ NOBILI,

SANTA CRISTINA E BISSONE,
MIRADOLO TERME, CHIGNOLO PO,

SAN COLOMBANO AL LAMBRO,
ORIO LITTA, SENNA LODIGIANA,

CALENDASCO, ROTTOFRENO, PIACENZA,
PODENZANO, SAN GIORGIO PIACENTINO,

PONTENURE, CARPANETO PIACENTINO, 
CADEO, FIORENZUOLA, ALSENO, BUSSETO, 
FIDENZA, NOCETO, MEDESANO, FORNOVO, 

TERENZO, BERCETO, PONTREMOLI, 
FILATTIERA, VILLAFRANCA LUNIGIANA, 

BAGNONE, LICCIANA NARDI, AULLA,
SANTO STEFANO MAGRA, SARZANA,
CASTELNUOVO MAGRA, ORTONOVO, 

FOSDINOVO, CARRARA, MASSA, MONTIGNOSO, 
SERAVEZZA, PIETRASANTA, CAMAIORE, 

LUCCA, CAPANNORI, PORCARI, MONTECARLO, 
ALTOPASCIO, CASTELFRANCO DI SOTTO,
SANTA CROCE SULL’ARNO, FUCECCHIO,

SAN MINIATO, CASTELFIORENTINO, 
MONTAIONE, GAMBASSI TERME, 

SAN GIMIGNANO, COLLE VAL D’ELSA, 
MONTERIGGIONI, SIENA, MONTERONI D’ARBIA, 

BUONCONVENTO, MONTALCINO, 
SAN QUIRICO D’ORCIA, CASTIGLIONE D’ORCIA, 

RADICOFANI, SAN CASCIANO DEI BAGNI, 
ABBADIA SAN SALVATORE, PIANCASTAGNAIO, 

PROCENO, ACQUAPENDENTE, 
GROTTE DI CASTRO, SAN LORENZO NUOVO, 

BOLSENA, MONTEFIASCONE, VITERBO, 
RONCIGLIONE, VETRALLA, CAPRANICA, SUTRI, 

MONTEROSI, NEPI, MAZZANO ROMANO, 
CAMPAGNANO, FORMELLO, ROMA

CANTERBURY, DOVER;

STROUANNE, SOMBRE,
 GUÎNES, THÉROUANNE, 

BRUAY-LA-BUISSIÈRE, ARRAS, DOINGT, 
SÉRANCOURT-LE-GRAND, LAON,

 CORBENY, REIMS,
 CHÂLONS-EN-CHAMPAGNE, 

FONTAINE-SUR-COOLE, DONNEMENT, 
BRIENNE-LE-CHÂTEAU, BREONE, 
BAR-SUR-AUBE, BLESSONVILLE,

HUMES-JORQUENAY, GRENANT, SEVEUX, 
CUSSEY-SUR-L’OIGNON, BESANÇON, 

NODS, PONTARLIER;

YVERDON-LES-BAINS, ORBE,
LAUSANNE, VEVEY, VERSVEY-AIGLE, 

SAINT-MAURICE, ORSIÈRES,
BOURG-SAINT-PIERRE,

COL DU GRAND-SAINT-BERNARD;


